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matter of great expense,1 hence they probably sprang up
throughout the country. Doubtless every village had one and
a town more than one, in some cases a considerable number.
The total for Jerusalem at the time of its destruction (a,d. 70)
has been put as high as 480, which must have meant that the
community served by each was very small. There is nothing
strange about this co-existence of the synagogue and the
Temple if we remember the special function of the former, that
of disseminating among the people the particular kind of
religious instruction necessary for their understanding and
proper observance of the requirements of the Law. It formed
the popular platform of the sopherim.
No doubt the synagogues vied with each other, just as the
schools did, in the subtlety of their interpretation of the Tor ah,
and like those academic institutions, any synagogue possessing
the services of a Rabbi specially skilled in this work would
carry the subtlety of its exegesis of the Scriptures to the point
of absurdity.2 In fact—and this is the heart of the matter—
the synagogue came to be more and more the focus of Jewish
religious life. It provided the men of that day with all they
found most congenial, so that even with the destruction of the
Temple, in a.d. 70, the religion of Israel sustained no essential
or devastating loss. For if it was returned exiles who had set
up the Torah as at once the centre, the motive and the object
of religious life, it was the synagogue, aided by the School,
which had been the real Temple of this new cult.3 This practical
replacing of the house of Jahweh on the mountain of Zion by
the synagogue had happened gradually, and as it were uncon-
sciously, but it effected serious changes in the organization of
the Jewish religion none the less. The reader should not forget
the extremely important part played by the synagogue in
fixing the canon of the Bible, accepting or rejecting various
works, and making the final decision by which certain books
were stamped and consecrated as Scriptures.
Further, neither the synagogue nor the School could confine
itself entirely to the niceties of the theoretical interpretation
of the Torah. The Jews are an intensely practical race and
1	Recent excavations have unearthed the ruins of what must have
been very costly and imposing synagogues, but the finest of them (e.g.
those of Capernaum and Chorazin) seem to belong to the Christian era.
C/. R. D. G. (Mali, Capharnahum et ses ruines, Paris, 1912.
2	There is a general account of the theological system of the synagogue
in CCLXVI, i, 43 jff., but the reader should beware of deducing too much
from this or creating some artificial synthesis which had no counterpart
in real life.
3	CCLXXIX, ii, 12.

